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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORT ON IRANIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAMS 

1 . EOLLOWING ARTICLE, WRITTEN BY JACK CLOHERTY AND BOB 
OWENS, WAS RELEASED JANUARY 10 BY LOS ANGELES TIME 
SYNDICATE: 

"WASHINGTON-A CONFIDENTIAL STATE DEPARTMENT REPORT OFFERS 
NEW EVIDENCE THAT IRAN IS PLANNING TO DEVELOP AN ATOMIC 
BOMB. 

THE OIL-RICH NATION HAS RECENTLY EMBARKED UPON 'ONE OE THE 
WORLD"S MOST AMBITIOUS NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAMS,' THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT MEMO NOTES. THE SHAH HAS CLAIMED THAT THE 
NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT IS ONLY TO BE USED FOR PEACEFUL 
PURPOSES. 

BUT THE CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENT REVEALS THAT IRAN HAS BEEN 
WORKING ON SEVERAL SECRET DEALS THAT WOULD GIVE THE 
PERSIAN-GULF POWER THE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT NECESSARY 
TO CONSTRUCT A NUCLEAR WEAPON. 
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PUBLICLY, THE SHAH HAS DENIED THAT IRAN WOULD TRY TO 
OBTAIN THE NUCLEAR FUEL REPROCESSING PLANT, NECESSARY TO 
SUPPLY THE PLUTONIUM NEEDED TO BUILD THE BOMB. THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT DOCUMENT REPORTS, HOWEVER, THAT SECRET 
NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED BETWEEN IRAN AND WEST 
GERMANY 'TO INCLUDE IN THE (NUCLEAR SALES) AGREEMENT A 
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COMMITMENT BY THE GERMANS TO SELL A REPROCESSING PLANT 
TO IRAN SHOULD THEY DECIDE TO ACQUIRE ONE IN THE EUTURE.' 

IRAN HAS ALSO DENIED REPORTS THAT IT HAS AGREED TO 
PURCHASE DOES 700 MILLION WORTH OF URANIUM FROM SOUTH 
AFRICA. URANIUM IS THE RAW MATERIAL NEEDED TO FUEL 
MOST REACTORS. THE STATE DEPARTMENT DOCUMENT CONFIRMS 
THE DEAL, AND NOTES THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS INSISTED ON 
SECRECY BECAUSE 'THE EXACT SOURCE OF THE ORE MAY BE IN 
NAMIBIA RATHER THAN (SOUTH AFRICA) ITSELF.' 

THE DOCUMENT ALSO REPORTS THAT IRAN'S EFFORTS TO SECURE 
URANIUM SUPPLIES FOR THE FUTURE HAVE BEEN 'FEVERISH.' 

FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE SHAH'S INTENTIONS COMES FROM THE 
MASSIVE NUCLEAR TRAINING PROGRAM HE HAS INITIATED, AND 
FROM HIS RELUCTANCE TO PURCHASE MAIOR NUCLEAR MATERIALS 
FROM THE UNITED STATES. THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE A 
NATURAL NUCLEAR SUPPLIER, SINCE IT IS ALREADY SUPPLYING 
BILLIONS IN ARMS AID TO IRAN. BUT THE UNITED STATES 
PLACES TIGHTER SAFEGUARDS ON NUCLEAR SALES THAN MOST 
OTHER NATIONS. 

'AMERICAN INDUSTRY IS PARTICIPATING IN VARIOUS ASPECTS OF 
THE IRANIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM, BUT THE MAJOR COMMERCIAL 
PRIZES . . . HAVE THUS FAR GONE TO COMPETITORS, OWING 
TO A CONFLICT BETWEEN QUITE JUSTIFIABLE AMERICAN 
CONCERNS ABOUT NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS ON THE ONE HAND AND 
IRANIAN PRIDE ON THE OTHER,' THE DOCUMENT NOTES. 
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AMERICAN FIRMS WOULD ALSO FACE EXPENSIVE, AND POSSIBLY 
LEGAL, OBSTACLES IN DOING BUSINESS WITH IRAN, THE 
MEMO REPORTS. 

;FOREIGN COUNSULTANTS' ARE OBLIGED TO OPERATE THROUGH 
FIRMS ESTABLISHED BY 'TWO INFLUENTIAL IRANIANS. THIS 
ARRANGEMENT IS A NATURAL FOR RAKE-OFFS AND INFLUENCE 
PEDDLING,' THE MEMO WARNS. 

ONE OF THE IRANIAN MIDDLEMEN IS ABOLFATH MAHVI, WHO 
RECENTLY HANDLED A DEAL BETWEEN THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT AND 

ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL ON A MAJOR ELECTRONICS PURCHASE. 
MAHVI'S 'AGENT'S FEE' WAS REPORTEDLY NEAR DOES 5 MILLION, 
ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER OR NOT ROCKWELL WAS 
FORCED TO PAY HIM. 

A NUMBER OF AMERICAN CONSULTING FIRMS ALREADY HAVE 
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LANDED NUCLEAR CONSULTING CONTRACTS THROUGH MAHVI'S 
FIRM, BUT THE MEMO REPORTS THAT NOTHING IMPROPER 'HAS 
BEEN EXPOSED THUS FAR.' 

IF THE SHAH'S NUCLEAR PROGRAM IS SUCCESSFUL IN GIVING 
IRAN A NUCLEAR 'WEAPON 
CAPABILITY, IT OBVIOUSLY WILL 

CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR OTHER MIDDLE EASTERN NATIONS. STATE 
DEPARTMENT SOURCES SAY THAT IRAN'S HIGH POWERED NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM HAS ALREADY HAD AN EFFECT IN NEIGHBORING SAUDI 
ARABIA. 

THE SAUDIS ARE AFRAID THAT THE SHAH'S EXPRESSED DREAM 
OF RE-ESTABLISHING A PERSIAN EMPIRE INCLUDES PLANS TO 
TAKE OVER THEIR NATION. SO NOW THE SAUDIS, THESE 
SOURCES SAY, ARE SCRAMBLING TO DEVELOP SOME KIND OF 
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NUCLEAR PROGRAM OF THEIR OWN. 

THIS SAME DOMINO EFFECT IN NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION IS 
GOING ON BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN. ONCE INDIA GOT THE 
BOMB, PAKISTAN LAUNCHED A NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 
LAST WEEK THIS COLUMN REPORTED THAT PAKISTAN NEARLY 
CLOSED A DEAL WITH CANADA TO GAIN THE EQUIPMENT IT 
NEEDED TO PRODUCE A BOMB. 

THE QUICKLY EXPANDING NUMBER OF NATIONS WHO WANT TO JOIN 
THE NUCLEAR CLUB' UNDERLINES THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ESTABLISHING NEW AND TOUGHER INTERNATIONAL SAFEGUARDS TO 
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF THE BOMB." 

2. SEPTEL CARRIES DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT. 
ROBINSON 
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